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Dear Governor Pedro: 

This is in response to your telegram of July 27 and your letter of July 31 
requesting assistance in determining the health ijnpact to residents of the 
-Pueblo of Laguna, and to mine workers there, as a result of_pagt uranium 
mining and proposed reclamation activities on Pudslo lands. Bie Indian Health 
-Service {TBS) appreciates your concern and is aware of the potential for 
problems related to the mining activity. 

We have not ignored this situation. Quite to the CCTitrary, we have taken 
several actions to determine the degree to vAiich a health hazard exists as a 
result of mining and reclamation activities at locations such as the Pueblo of 
Laguna. Environmental sanqpling has been acconplished on both air and water in 
the Paguate area since 1975. The results have consistently shown that levels 
of radiation do not exceed Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standards of 
acceptability. Radiological surveys were conducted prior to 1979 in homes at 
Paguate as well as throughout all villages at Laguna. CLay d^osits used by 
pottery craftsmen were also surveyed. The results of all surveys were 
negative. A more recent follow-up radiological survey of 25 suqpect locations 
at the Pueblo was conducted by the EPA in February 1981. None of those 
locations, \itd.dh included inhabited hemes, abandoned structures, and rock 
piles, were found to present a threat to human health. 

nie IBS met with staff from the United States Geological Survey in 1981, in 
both Washington, D.C. and Albuquerque, N.H., and with staff from the Bureau of 
Land Management in January 1984, to discuss reclamation plans for the 
Jackpile-Paguate mine. We have also reviewed the draft Environmental Impact 
Statenait (EIS) for that project. She final EIS will be reviewed by IHS and 
by the National Center for Devices and Radiological Health of the Pood and 
Drug Administration, to ensure that the proposed activity will not produce 
levels of radiation inconsistent with standards established by the EPA. 

Members of the IHS headquarters staff met with Pueblo of Laguna 
represoitatives on August 15, 1983 regarding this subject. At that time, 
£\jeblo representatives expressed concern about the radiological health impact 
that the mining may have had on the people living in the village of Paguate. 
giey suggested that a study be undertaken to evaluate the effect upon, and to 
establish a health profile of, the villagers. Biey also suggested that a need 
to establish a monitoring program for miners exists, because the miners 
probably received higher exposures to radiation. Ilillll III IIIII IIIII IIIII l||||| 
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